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FEMA APPROVAL SUBJECT TO JURISDICTION(S) APPROVAL

U.S, Department of Homeland Security
FEMA Region VI

11224 Holmes Road

Kansas City, MO 64131

FEMA
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November 26, 2018

V. Jovce Flinn, Acting Director

Iowa Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division
7900 Hickman Road, Suite 500

Windsor Heights, TA 50324

Subject: Review of the Dickinson County, lowa Hazard Mitigation Plan

Dear Ms. Flinn:

The purpose of this letter is to provide the status of the above referenced Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan, pursuant to the requirements of 44 CFR Part 201 - Mitigation Planning and the Local Multi-
Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance. The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Review Tool documents
the Region’s review and the plan compliance with all required elements of 44 CFR Part 201.6. The
Plan Review Tool also identifies the jurisdictions participating in the planning process. FEMA’'s
approval will be for a period of five years effective starting the date of receipt of adoption
documentation. Formal adoption documentation must be submitted to the Regional office within one
calendar year of the date of this letter, or the plan will need to be updated and resubmitted for
review.

Prior to the expiration of the plan the community will be required to review and revise their plan to
reflect changes in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in priorities, and
resubmit it for approval in order to continue to be eligible for mitigation project grant funding.

Date

Local A ed Date of Date of
O Date Submitted —— Plan Plan Review Status
Jurisdiction Pending Adontion | Expiration
Adoption phi P
Dickinson MNovember 13, MNovember 26, fla;?pm\‘ud ]m:.ldmg.
County 3018 3018 FEMA s receipt of
U - - adoption documentation

If vou have any questions or concems, please contact Joe Chandler, Planning Team Lead, at (816)
283-7071.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by DEAN M
DEAN M OWNBY owner
Otz JOTE VY37 1 24232 -06'00"

Michael Scott, Director
Mitigation Division

AR, I'L'm:ugu\
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SECTION 1 7 INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Natural hazards have the potential to cause property loss, lossiojuifeto peopleeconomic
hardship, and threats to public health asafety. An important aspect of emergency
management deals with disaster recoagigthose actions that a comnityrmust take to repair
damages anchake itself whole in the wake of a natural disasterequally important aspect of
emergency management involves hazard mitigation. Hazard mitigaBasures are efforts
initiated before a disaster happeng¢alucethe impact future disasters of will have on people

and property in the communitytheyare things you do today to be more protected in the future.
Hazard mitigation actions taken in advance of a hazard event are essential to breaking the typical
disaster cycle of damage, reconstruction, and repeated damage. With careful selection, hazard
mitigation actions can be loigrm, costeffective means of reducing the risk of loss and help
create a more disastersistant and sustainable community.

The 2018 Dickinson CountyMulti-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (W HMP) is
developedhis an updated documenttdh e C o u n t-JyH#MBassistnImakinyithe planning
arealess susceptible to these hazar@sckinson County received a PBasasterMitigation

(PDM) grant from FEMA through lowa Homeland Security Emergency Management to assist
in the updating of this planThe planning area includes tfwlowing local governments that
participated in the planning proceBsckinson County (Rural Uncorporated), Arnolds Park,
Lake Park Milford, Okoboiji, Orleans, Spirit Lake, Superior, Terril, Wahpeton, West Okoboji,
lowa Great Lakes Sanitary DistremdSpirit Lake School District

What is Hazard Mitigation?

The first questionoften asked whera community or communities commenttee process of
preparing a Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) is A
i ntended puwepeedte @eine Whdinitigationd means in this planThe Federal

Emergncy Management Agency (FEMAEfines mitigatioras follows:

AMi tigation is defined as any sudeanarisktoed act i ¢
human life and property from a hazard event. Mitigation, also known as prevention (when

done befora disaster), encourages loggrm reduction of hazard vulnerability. The goal of

mitigation is to decrease the need for response as opposed to simply increasing the response
capabiwwv.ferga.gdv (

A hazard mitigdon plan is developed by local government(s) before a disaster strikes. The plan
identifies local community policies, actions, and tools for ongoing, shait-, and longterm
implementation to reduce risk and potential future losses of property ashhd injuries to
persons

Hazard mitigation planning is the process through which hazards that threaten communities are
identified, likelyimpacts of those hazards are determined, mitigation goals are set, and appropriate
strategies to lessen impacte@etermined, prioritized, and implemented. This plan documents the

2
Dickinson County 2018/ultijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan


http://www.fema.gov/

countywide hazard mitigation planningrocess and identifies relevant hazards, vulnerabilities

and strategies the participating jurisdictions will usedexrease vulnerability and increase
resiliency and sustainability. It will affect activities and decisions for proagtitigation planning

that will help reduce the cost of disaster response.

Hazard Mitigation Disasters can cause loss of lifgure people, damage buildings and
devastating consequ
environmental welbeing. Hazard mitigation reduces disaster damages and is defined as sustained

infrastructur e; and have

action taken to reduce or eliminate tbagterm risk to human life and property from hazards.

Local mitigation actions and concepts can also be

incorporated into land use pla®ning ordinances, city
codesand building codes.

Local governments have the responsibility to protect
health, safety, and welfare of their citizens. Proacti
mitigation policies and actions help reduce risk a
create safer, more disaster resilient communiti
Mitigation is an invest.|
safety and sustainability.The critical imporance of
mitigation and how it can be described is as follows:

1 Any action taken to reduce or eliminate letegm risk
to people and property from natural hazardsthea
effectsi an effort to reduce loss of life, and injuries
property by lessening the pact of disasters.

1 Reduce harm to existing and future development.

fPrevent damage to a <co
cultural, and environmental assets.

f Minimize operational downtime and accelers
recovery of government and business after disaste!

1 Reduce the costs of disaster response and recoven
the exposure to risk for first responders.

1 Help accomplish other community objectives, such
leveragng capital improvements, infrastructur
protection, open space preservation, and econg
resiliency

1 Hazard mitigation is specifically dedicated to breaki
the cycle of damage, reconstruction, and repe:
damage.

1 Mitigation is taking action nod before the next

Emergency Management
Activities

Mitigation. Sustained actions taken to reduce or
eliminate longterm risk to life and property from
hazards.*

Prevention. Actions necessary to avoid, prevent,
or stop an imminent threat or actual act of
terrorism. **

Protection. Actions necessary to secure the
homeland against acts of terrorism and manmade
or natural disasters.**

Preparedness. Actions taken to plan, organize,
equip, train, and exercise to build and sustain the
capabilities necessary to prevent, protect against,
mitigate the effects of, respond to, and recover
from those threats that pose the greatest risk to
the security of the Nation.**

Response. Actions necessary to save lives,
protect property and the environment, and
meet basic human needs after an incident has
occurred.**

Recovery. Actions necessary to assist
communities affected by an incident to recover
effectively. **

* Source: 44 CFR §201.2 Mitigation Planning -
Definitions.

** Source: National Preparedness Goal, First Edition.
September, 2011, FEMA. http://www.fema.gov/ pdf/
prepared/npg.pdf

disasted to reduce human and finanai@nsequences later by analyzing risk, reducing risk

and insuring against risk

3
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Why do We Plan Purpose of Planning& Benefits of Planning

Each year in the United States natural disasters take the lives of hundreds of people and injure
many thousands morlationwide, taxpayers pay billions of dollars annually to help communities,
organizations, businesses, and individualsover from disasts. These monies only partially
reflect the true cost of disasters, because subsequent exipensesl by insurance companies and
nongovernmental organizations are not reimbursed by tax dollars. Many rditasiers are
predictable, and much of the rdage caused by these events can be minimized or even
eliminated. Planning allows the stakeholders to identify policies and actions that can be
implemented over the long term teduce risk and future losses. Mitigation Plans form the
foundation for a commmity's long term strategy to reduahsaster losses and break the cycle of
disaster damage, reconstruction, and repeated damage. Plans treamnsork for riskbased
decision making to reduce damages to lives, property, and the economy fromdiataters.
Planning has many benefits:

Mitigation is most effective when it is based on a comprehensivetérngplan that is developed
before a disaster occurs. The purpose of mitigation planning is to identify local policies and actions
that can be impleented over the long term to reduce risk and future losses from hazards. These
mitigation policies and actions are identified based on an assessment of hazards, vulnerabilities,
and risks and the participation of a wide range of stakeholders and the iputhiec planning
process. Benefits of mitigation planniagd multijurisdictional planningnclude:

Identifying actions for risk reduction that are agreed upon by stakeholders and the public.
Focusing resources on the greatest risks and vulnerabilities.

Building partnerships by involving citizens, organizations, and businesses.

Increasing education and awareness of threats and hazards, as well as their risks.
Communicating priorities to State and Federal officials.

Aligning risk reduction with other eomunity objectives

<K<K K<L

The following list identifies reasons to conduct hazard mitigation planning:

U To facilitate the protection of the health, safety and economic security of residents,
workers, visitors and property owners by mitigating the impaatatofral and manmade
hazards.

U Influence decision making in both the public and private sectors.

U Fulfill statutory requirements of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 20@8 of November 1,
2004 a community must have a FEEBproved hazarthitigation plan in order to be
eligible for FEMA project grant monies under programs such as the Flood Mitigation
Assistane Grant program (FMA), Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)Z Pre
Disaster Mitigation Grant program (PDM), Severe Repetitive Loss Grant program (SRL),
Repetitive FloodClaims Grant program (RFC), and certain categories of aid under the
Public Assistance @nt program (PA).

U Fulfill contractual obligations under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP).

U Receive credit under the Community Rating System (CRS).

4
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WHAT IS A MULTI -JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN?

A multifurisdictional hazard mitigation plan is a plgintly prepared by more than one local
governmenbr jurisdiction. Local jurisdictions have the optionp@rticipate in a mulfurisdictional

hazard mitigationplan under the Disaster Mitigation Action @000 (DMA 2000). A local
government is defined by Title 44 Part 201 Mitigation Planning in the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR)asiany count vy, townnowrshipppabliciauthgrity, sahooltdigtrict, special
district, intrastate district, auncil of governments (regardless of whether the council of governments
is incorporated as a nonprofit corporation under State law), regional or interstate government
entity, or agency or instrumentality of a local government; ladian tribe or authorizé tribal
organization, or Alaska Native village or organization; and any rural community, unincorporated
town or village, or otherpublie nt i t y. 0O

The 2018 Dickinson County Mudfiurisdictional : 11 1
Hazard Mitigation Plan (M HMP) was developed a DlSﬂStEI’ Mlﬂgﬂﬂ(}ﬂ ACt

an updated document to assist in making the plani of 2000
arealess susceptible to these hazards. The plani
area includes the following local governments tl
participated in the planning process: Dickins The purpose of the Stafford Act, as amended by
County (Rural Unincorporai, Arnolds Parklowa the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, is “to reduce
Great Lakes Sanitary Distridtake Park Milford, the loss of life and property, human suffering,
OkObOji, Orleans, Spil’it Lake, Superior, Terr economic di_sruption,and disgster assistance
Wahpeton, West Okobojnd Spirit Lake School ©0Sts resulting from natural disasters.

District. Section 322 of the Act specifically addresses
mitigation planning and requires state and local
Benefits of Multi-jurisdictional Planning governments to prepare multi-hazard mitigation

plans as a precondition for receiving FEMA
The following bulleted statementdentify the many Mmitigation project grants.
benefits for jurisdictions that participate in the mulu
jurisdictional mitigation planning.

! Enables comprehensive approaches to mitigation of hazards that affect multiple
jurisdictions;

1 Allows economies of scale by leveraging individgalpabilities and sharing costs and

resources;

Avoids duplication of efforts; and

Imposes an external discipline on the process.

= =4

Planning Process

With support of the Dickinson County Board of Supervisors and participating City Councils,
Dickinson Countyapplied for, and received, BRDM grantfor the development of this Multi
Jurisdictional Hazaritigation Plan (MJ HMP).

The planning process for this HMP involved a variety of local decision makestaietiolders within
the planning area. The planning leaders were able to custompmtess to meeting the needs of

5
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the municipalities. The process was developed aroedthqui r ement s |lacad out
Hazard Mitigation Crosswalk as we |l |  h andg LoEaENtWyatien Panniag Howo

Guide series of documents (FEMA 386n particular).Figure 1 illustrates the key steps in the
hazard mitigation planning pcess and the specifics of each planning step are provided below.

Figure 1: Hazard Mitigation Planning Process

Implement t _
Plan & Organize
Monitor its Resources

Progress

Hazard Mitigati
Planning Proce

Establish Identify &
Mitigation Assess

Goals & Hazards
Actions

Step 1:From the start, communities should focus orréiseurces needed for a successful mitigation
planning processAn essential first step is to identify and organize interested members of the
community as well as including the techniegpertise required during the planning process.

Step 2:Next, communities identify the characteristics and potential consequert@aals through
a hazarddentification process. It is important to understand how naiche community can be
affected by specific hazards antlat

the impacts would be on important community assets. This is accomplished thvaliggrability
assessment.

Step 3:Armed with an understanding of the risks posed by hazards, communities determine what
their priorities should be and then look at possible ways to avoid or minimize the undesired
effects. The result isteazardmitigation plan that identifies mitigation strategies and actions for
implementation.

Step 4: Bring the plan to life. Communities can do this in a variety of ways, ranging from
implementing specifienitigation projects to changes in deyday organizatioal operations. To

ensure the success of an onggnggram, it is critical that the plan remains relevant. Therefore,

it is important to conduct periodic evaluations and make revisions as needed, a plan maintenance
process.

6
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Participants - Multi -Jurisdicti onal Plan

Requirement 8§ 201.6(a)(3)Multi-jurisdictional plans may be accepted, as appropriate, as
long as each jurisdiction has participated in the process.

Participating Jurisdictions developed this miiéizard mitigation plan to reduce future lostes
people and property the planning area from identified potenti@hturalhazards. This plan was
prepared pursuant to the requirements of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public L-8@Q)06

and the implementing regulations set forth by the Interim Final Rule published in the Federal
Register on February 26, 2002, (44 CFRL..B) and finalized on October 32007. While the
Disaster Mitigation Act emphasized the need for mitigation plans and more coordimigaton

planning and implementation efforts, the regulations established the requirements that local hazard
mitigation plans must meet or exceed in order for a local jurisdiction to be eligible for certain federal
disasterassistance and hazard mitigation funding under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency AdiPublic Law 93288).

Information in this plarwill be used to help guide and coordinate mitigation and recovery to
communities andheir residents by protecting critical community facilities, reducing liability
exposure, and minimizing overalommunity impacts and disruptionrend making each
communiy more resilientThe planning area has been affectechaguralhazards in the past
and istherefore committed to reducing future impacts froaturalhazard events and becoming
eligible for mitigationrelated federal funding.

The Disaster Mitigation Aatequires that each jurisdiction participate in the planning process and
officially adopt the multjurisdictional hazard mitigation plan. Th&18plan includes several
participating local governmenas follows:

- Unincorporated Dickinson County
- Arnolds Park

- lowa Great Lakes Sanitary District
- Lake Park

- Milford

- Okoboji

- Orleans

- Spirit Lake

- Superior

- Terril

- Wahpeton

- West Okoboji

- Spirit Lake Community Schools

7
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The respective jurisdictions tried to designate hazard mitigation members which represented local
government officials, utilities, police, fire, schoolsealthcareb usi nesses and the
depart ment . A | i st i ng isoif thist section @f ghiisglam iThe gurisdiabiansni t |
established the planning committee members base
emergency response services, historical occurrences of natural disasters and willingness to participate.

A | isting of t heisiithis seaioni ohthis ptan. Meijutisdigiensd established the

pl anning committee members based on their Kknow
response services, historical occurrences ofraldiisasters and willingness to participate. The committee
members for the County and participattx@ mmu n rolésiwere td act on behalf of the communities.

Table 1Planning Committee for the County

Dickinson County: | Mike Ehreti Emergency Paul JohnsonSupervisor
Management
Mardi Allen - Supervisor Chris Ingraham Director of

Emergency & Outpatient, Lake
Regional Healthcare
Pam Jordan Supervisor C.W. Leupold- Supervisor
Arnolds Park Rick Heinrichsi Public Works Linda Nasé City Clerk
Alan Kruegeri Chief of Police
lowa Great Lakes | Steve AndersonSuperintendent
Sanitary District
Lake Park Marie Matthieseri City
Clerk/Administrator

Milford Kent Eilersi Public Works Rick Zalabowski Police
Officer

Paula Norblad Board Secretary
Milford Municipal Utilities
Okoboji Michael Meyers, City
Clerk/Administrator

Orleans Bill Maas - Mayor
Terry Wilts- Councilmember
Spirit Lake Gregg Owensi City Administrator
Jeff Hansori Spirit Lake Police
Superior Kevin Swalve- Mayor
Terril Amy Ferguson, City Clerk
Wahpeton Bonnie Tielbun City Administrator | Jess Radcliffé Zoning

Administrator

Phil Johnson Mayor

WestOkoboji Lissa Ballisi City Administrator
Spirit Lake| Dr David Smith, Superintendent
Community Schoo
District
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Dickinson County school districts had representation on the planning committee (see
Acknowledgements folisting of individuals) and were responsible for ensuring that

their respective boards were apprised of plenning process, and that all mitigation
actions they seek to implement are included in the plan. School distréct®t featured in

this plan as separate sections. The unique risks and needs of each school, if any, are included
within the jurisdictional sections in which the school or schodtings are locatedl'able

1 documents thevho representation on behalf of each participating school district.

Requiremen§201.6(b)1-3-) Requirement Aopenpublic involvemenprocess is essential

to the development of an effective plan. In order to develop a comprehensive approach to
reducing the effects of natural disasters, the planning process shall include: (1) An
opportunity br the public to comment on the plan during the drafting stage and prior to
plan approval; (2) An opportunity for neighboring communities, local and regional
agencies involved in hazard mitigation activities, and agencies that have the authority to
regulae development, as well as businesses, academia and other privaprofibn
interests to be involved in the planning process; (3) Review the incorporation, if
appropriate, of existing plans, studies, reports, and technical information.

The public input wa represented by the members of the planning comm#Aiedhe
committee members resided within the county limits. The hazard mitigation planning
committeerepresents good general cross section of those interested in and representing
the critical facilty interests of the jurisdictions. Through the planning process, public
meeting notices were posted within the community to encourage public participation and
input. Before adoption of the plan each participating jurisdiction held a public hearing and
notice of the meeting was publicized in the Dickinson County News which is considered a
regional countywide newspaper with circulation across all of Dickinson County. The
publication in this regional circulation provided yet another opportunity for public
comnent and an opportunity for neighboring communities input prior to adoption.
Throughout the planning process all meetings were held according to Open Meeting Law
Chapter 21, Code of lowa.

Regional Planning Participation

The county and cities have developed this Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan with
planning assistance from Northwest lowa Planning & Development Commission.
Northwest lowa Planning & Development Commission is council of governments public
planningagency established by lowa Code 28E, 28H & 28I to provide planning assistance
to anine-county area comprised of 79 cities and towns. Northwest lowa Planning &
Development Commission assisted in drafting the plan and provided input throughout the
process.
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Local Planning Participation

There were three (3) countyide Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee meetings held
(March 8, 2018, April 12, 2018 & May 24, 2018) to solicit input from committee members
on behalf of each participating jurisdictidlannersand Mike Ehret, Dickinson County
Emergency Management Coordinatzet directly with the city representativasd school
district representativgsee Acknowledgements for listing of individualsicluding lowa
Great Lakes Sanitary Distriof eachgovernmental unit. Each governing body reviewed
their jurisdictional profiles; discussed their progress on atadus of, previously
identified mitigation actions; determined the planning significance of various hazards
within their communities; and idefied the mitigation actions they would pursue
throughout themplementation of this plan. The Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee,
the Dickinson CountyEmergencyManagement and theidkinson County Board of
Supervisorensured that the county as a whaleng with its unincorporated areas went
through the samprocess of profile review, previous action status, determination of
significance for specific hazards andtigation action identification.

Emergency Manageme@bordinatoiMichael Ehret contacted each jurisdiction within the
County (Cities and School Districts), public agencies and organizations to inform them of
the need to updaJduesdictioma Plab and the kickat of vhe Lipdate
process by email on February 2018.

MichaelEhret also published a Kickoff Meeting Notice in the Dickinson County News on
February 28, 2018 to make the public- aware g
Jurisdictional Plarand provide the opportunity for the public to papate in the update
processThere were three (3) countywide public meetings held in March, April and May
2018. These meetings all owed the HMPC to r
information since 2013 for each community,review the natural zards, ando create

and establish any new mitigation actions that may be necessary, and among other things to
perform a cosbenefit analysis for each action (STAPLEE). Meetings were also held with

city and county staff to collect additional informatiamdao review parts of the proposed
Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan to ensure applicability for each represented
community.

Each jurisdiction published (or posted) as required by lowa Law a public hearing notice
and held a public hearing prior to adoption of the Plan on behalf of the respective
jurisdiction This provided opportunities for public input and feedback prior td eac
respective jurisdiction adopting the Plan.

In addition to local and regional agencies involved in hazard mitigation planning, as well

as other potentially interested parties, such as neighboring counties, lowa Great Lakes
Sanitary Districtwere invitedto attend the hazard mitigation meetings and/or to review

and comment on the draft v er-dursdicion®Bnviai cki nso
email, telephone, or attendance at hazard mitigation meetings. Meeting agendas or meeting
notices/reminderswere posted in County Administration Building, participating
jurisdictions, emailed to a list of agencies, jurisdictions, community members. Public
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notices in countywide publications were utilized to ensure notification, inclusion, and
opportunity for inwlvement to concerned businesses, privateprofit organizations and

the general public.

Those who attended the public meetitggrovide input are included in the record of all

meeting participants and are noted able2.

DICKINSON

DCN

7 COUNTY NEWS

Date: March 13, 2018

Ta Michael Ehret
Dickinson County lowa
Emergency Management Coodinator

From: Dieb Crubich
Sales and Marketing Executive
Dickinson County Mews

This letter is to certify that the attached meeting notification ran in the
February 28, 2018 edition of the Dickinson County News,

Thank you,

-\Lﬁﬁ_l_m vl a_‘}ijku; lae AU

Deb Grubich
Sales and Marketing Executive
Dickinson County News

3000 Highway Mine West - Spirit Lake, Towa - 712-336-1211

Dickinson County Multi-Jurisdictional Plan
Update Kickoff Meeting Notice

Dickinson County with assistance of Northwest lowa Planning and
Development Commission is in the process of updating its Countywide
Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan pursuant to 44 CFR 201.6. The
purpose of this planning process is to identify those natural hazards that pose
a threat to the County and communities within the County and to determine
ways tg mitiggto against injury, loss of fife and property. According to FEMA
regulqmns Dickinson County must provide an opportunity for neighboring
counties §nd cities within and surrounding Dickinson County to participate in
the planning process and development of this planandto provide opportunities
for the public to comment on the plan during the drafting stage and prior to
plan apgroval. The Dickinson County Hazard Mitigation Committee will be
holding its first meeting on March 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the Dickinson
County Courthouse, Community Room, 1802 Hill Avenue, Spirit Lake, lowa.
For more information or to answer questions, you may contact Michael Ehret,
Dickinson County EMA Coordinator at (712) 336-3987.
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From: Michael Ehret <mehret@co.dickinson.iaus>

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 10:45 AM

To: Ipmu@lakepark.us; Erc Stoll; Board of Supervisors; Brandon Rohrig
(brandon.rohrg@lakeshealth.org); Chrstopher Ingraham
(ChristopherIngraham@lakeshealth.org); Steve Anderson; Amolds Park City Hall
(aphall@arnoldsparkcity.com); Bill Maas (aquapig@mchsi.com); Blain Andera
(chamber@spiritlakecc.com); Bonnie Roberts (wahpetonia@gmail.com); City of Superior
(supclerk@netins.net); Dana Loring (DANA@terril.com); Gregg Owens
(gregg.owens@cityofspintlake.org); LeAnn Houge (lhouge@milfordia.us); Lissa Ballis
(wocity@mediacombb.net); Marie Matthiesen - City of Lake Park (city@lakepark.us);
Michael Meyers (okobojich@mchsi.com); Andy Irwin (airwin@hl pesd.org), Brian
Downing (bdowning@okoboji.k12.ia.us); Chris Meyers (cmyers@gt.ratitans.org); David
Dau (ddau@spiritlakecsd.org); David Smith (dsmith@spirit-lake.k12.ia.us); Todd
Abrahamson (tabrahamson@okobaoji k12 ia.us); Travis Popken (tpopken@hlpecsd.org);
Brandon Ehret (firechiefl27@gmail.com); Chris Yungbluth
(chris.yungbluth@lakeshealth.org); Jim Carpenter - Milford Fire Rescue
(jcarpenter@milfordia.us); Kevin Swalve (kevinswalve@gmail.com); Mike Lloyd
(m.lloyd@mchsi.com); Pat Daly - Spirit Lake Fire Department (sl-fire-dept@mchsi.com};
Tim Matthews (terrilfire@yahoo.com); Al Krueger (appd@arnoldsparkcty.com); Bob
Clark (belark@milford.ia.us), Daren Diers; Greg Baloun; Jason Petersen
(okobojipd@mchsi.com); Jeff Hanson (chiefhanson@spintlakepolicecom); Tony
Petersen; Tony Urwin (turwin@lakepark.us); Gardand Mike (megarand@mchsi.com); Julie
Melson (nelslink@yahoo.com); Steve Hopkins (hoppyl@mchsi.com)

: Darren Bumgarner
Subject: Dickinson County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

All:

We are beginning the process of updating our Countywide Hazard Mitigation plan, as required by 44
CFR 201.6. We have planned two meetings to complete this process, both being held in the
Community Room at the Dickinson County Courthouse:

1% Meeting: Thursday, March 8 at 7 p.m.
2" Meeting: Thursday, April 12 at 7 p.m.

Each meeting will last 60 to 90 minutes and be led by Darren Baumgarner from Northwest lowa
Planning & Development. | encourage each city to participate in this planning process as well as the
BOS, municipal utilities, public safety agencies, public works agencies, healthcare facilities and
agencies, and schools. We cannot create a proper mitigation plan without your input! Please RSVP if
you plan to attend by replying to this e-mail.

The following notice will be running in the Dickinson County News next week:

Dickinson County with assistance of Northwest Iowa Planning and Development
Commission is in the process of updating its Countywide Multijurisdictional

Hazard Mitigation Plan pursuant to 44 CFR 201.6. The purpose of this
planning process is to identify those natural hazards that pose a threat to
the County and communities within the County and to determine ways to
mitigate against injury, loss of life and property. According to FEMA
regulations, Dickinson County must provide an opportunity for neighboring
counties and cities within and surrounding Dickinson County to participate
in the planning process and development of this plan and to provide
opportunities for the public to comment on the plan during the drafting
stage and prior to plan approval. The Dickinson County Hazard Mitigation
Committee will be holding its first meeting on March 8, 2018 at 7:80 p.m. at
the Dickinson County Courthouse, Community Room, 1882 Hill Avenue, Spirit
Lake, Iowa. For more information or to answer questions, you may contact
Michael Ehret, Dickinson County EMA Coordinator at (712) 336-3987.

If you have any questions, feel free to call or e-mail me back.
Thank you.

Mike

Michael Ehret | Dickinson County, lowa | Emergency Manag nt Coordi | 911 Administrator

Management Association Member | WeatherReady Nation
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Opportunity for Neighboring Counties to Participate

All meetings were announced as public meetings and any representative from any neighboring cities
or counties was welcomed and encouraged to #tteeffort was mad reach out to neighboring
countiesn lowad Cl avy , E mm é©sceola&hd Batoilewerecontactedandneighboring
countiesJackson and Martin Minnesotavere contacted by Mike Ehret by email on February 20,

2018 anaffered an opportunity to assist in the process of drafting thiblplenof theseountes

attended any of the etings. Below is a sample letter that was sent to these neighboring cities for their
consideration.

* _‘\ Dickinson County Emergency Management

¥ EMERGENCY
\MANAGEMENT S o B s

DICKINSON COUNTY

TO: Emergency Management Agencies bordering Dickinson County

FROM: Dickinson County Emergency Management

RE: Dickinson County Multi-Jurisdictional Plan Update Kickoff Meeting Notice
DATE: February 20, 2018

Dickinson County with assistance of Northwest lowa Planning and Development
Commission is in the process of updating its Countywide Multijurisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan pursuant to 44 CFR 201.6. The purpose of this planning process is to
identify those natural hazards that pose a threat to the County and communities within
the County and to determine ways to mitigate against injury, loss of life and property.
According to FEMA regulations, Dickinson County must provide an opportunity for
neighboring counties and cities within and surrounding Dickinson County to participate
in the planning process and development of this plan and to provide opportunities for
the public to comment on the plan during the drafting stage and prior to plan approval.
The Dickinson County Hazard Mitigation Committee will be holding its first meeting on
March 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the Dickinson County Courthouse, Community Room,
1802 Hill Avenue, Spirit Lake, lowa. For more information or to answer questions, you
may contact Michael Ehret, Dickinson County EMA Coordinator at (712) 336-3987.

Michael Ehret, Coordinator
Dickinson County Emergency Management
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Opportunity for School Districts Participation

In order to be eligible for mitigation project grants, a college, university, or school district
must be an active participant in a FEM@proved State/Tribal or local plan or have an
approved plan of their own that meets the requirements GHRIParR0Ll. If the entity is
participating in a multjurisdictional plan, the plan must specifically identify those land

areas that pertain to the entity. The pl an
include an analysis of those hazards. Any aspletsare unique to the entity relative to
the community in which the entity is | ocate

hazards and risks are identified, at least one specific mitigation action must be developed
to reduce the impact of futurabards on the entity. Participation does not have to be direct,
but can be indirect; however, the plan must provide a narrative description of this process.
Some jurisdictions or entities may lack sufficient personnel to attend planning team
meetings. Thse jurisdictions can delegate authority to another planning team member. It
is the responsibility of the party with delegated authority to ensure that the interests of the
delegating jurisdiction or entity are served.

The Dickinson County Planning Contiee offered an opportunity for the following
School Districtd o parti ci pat e -JurisdiciohatPlaRount yds Mul t i

Harris-Lake Park
Okoboji Community School
Spirit Lake Community School

1
1
1
1 GraettingesfTerril School

The following school district padipated in the planning process:

- Spirit Lake Community Schod®istrict

Spirit Lake Community School Distribtad representation on the planning commitsee
Acknowledgements fdisting of individuals)andwasresponsible for ensuririts school
boardwas apprised of thelanning process, and that all mitigation actions they seek to
implement are included in the plarhe unique risks and needstloé school distrigtif any,

are includedvithin the jurisdictional sectiofCity of Spirit Lake)in whichthe school or
school buildings are located.
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